
Writing progression
Narrative – Text StructureReception Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6
Story map /story mountain

Write recognisable letters,most of which are correctlyformed; - Spell words byidentifying sounds in themand representing the soundswith a letter or letters; - Writesimple phrases and sentencesthat can be ready by others.

Planning Tools: Story map /story mountain (Refer toStory-Type grids)
Plan opening aroundcharacter(s), setting, time ofday and type of weather
Understanding - beginning/middle /end to a story
Understanding - 5 parts to astory:
Opening Once upon a time…Build-up One day…Problem / DilemmaSuddenly,../ Unfortunately,…Resolution Fortunately,…Ending Finally,….

Consolidate year 1 list.
Secure use of planning tools:Story map / story mountain /story grids/ ’Boxing up’ grid(Refer to Story Types grids)
Plan opening aroundcharacter(s), setting, time ofday and type of weather
Understanding 5 parts to astory with more complexvocabulary.
Opening e.g. In a land faraway…. One cold but brightmorning…..
Build-up e.g. Later that day
Problem / Dilemma e.g. Tohis amazement
Resolution e.g. As soon asEnding e.g. Luckily,Fortunately,
Ending should be a sectionrather than one final sentencee.g. suggest how the maincharacter is feeling in the finalsituation.

Consolidate Year 2 list.
Secure use of planning tools:Story map /story mountain /story grids / ‘Boxing-up’ grid(Refer to Story-Type grids)
Plan opening aroundcharacter(s), setting, time ofday and type of weather
Paragraphs to organise ideasinto each story part.
Extended vocabulary tointroduce 5 story parts:
Introduction –should includedetailed description of settingor characters
Build-up –build in somesuspense towards theproblem or dilemma
Problem / Dilemma –includedetail of actions / dialogue
Resolution - should link withthe problem
Ending – clear ending shouldlink back to the start, showhow the character is feeling,how the character or situationhas changed from thebeginning.

Consolidate Year 3 list
Secure use of planning tools:e.g. story map /storymountain /story grids/’Boxing-up’ grids (Refer toStory Types grids)
Plan opening using:Description /action

Paragraphs: to organise eachpart of story to indicate achange in place or jump intime
Build in suspense writing tointroduce the dilemma
Developed 5 parts to storyIntroduction Build-upProblem / DilemmaResolution Ending
Clear distinction betweenresolution and ending.
Ending should includereflection on events or thecharacters.

Consolidate Year 4 list
Secure independent use ofplanning tools: Storymountain /grids/flowdiagrams (Refer to StoryTypes grids)
Plan opening using:Description /action/dialogue
Paragraphs: Vary connectiveswithin paragraphs to buildcohesion into a paragraph.Use change of place, time andaction to link ideas acrossparagraphs.
Use 5 part story structureWriting could start at any ofthe 5 points. This may includeflashbacks.Introduction –should includeaction / description -characteror setting / dialogueBuild-up –develop suspensetechniquesProblem / Dilemma –may bemore than one problem to beresolvedResolution –clear links withdilemmaEnding –character couldreflect on events, any changesor lessons, look forward to thefuture.

Consolidate Year 5 listInclude suspense, cliffhangers, flashbacks, forwards,time slipsMaintain plot consistentlyworking from plan.Paragraphs -Secure use oflinking ideas within and acrossparagraphsSecure development ofcharacterisation

Narrative – Sentence ConstructionReception Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6
Simple sentences Types of sentences:Statements QuestionsExclamations Commands -‘ly’starters e.g. Usually,Eventually, Finally, Carefully,Slowly, … Vary openers tosentences Embellished simple

Plan opening aroundcharacter(s), setting, time ofday and type of weatherUnderstanding 5 parts to astory with more complexvocabulary Opening e.g. In aland far away…. One cold but

Consolidate Year 5 listSecure use of compoundsentencesSecure use of complexsentences:(Subordination)Main and subordinate



sentences using: adjectivese.g. The boys peeped insidethe dark cave. adverbs e.g.Tom ran quickly down the hill.Secure use of compoundsentences (Coordination)using connectives: and/ or /but / so (coordinatingconjunctions) Complexsentences (Subordination)using: Drop in a relativeclause: who/which e.gAdditional subordinatingconjunctions:what/while/when/where/because/ then/so that/if/to/until e.g. While theanimals were munchingbreakfast, two visitors arrivedDuring the Autumn, when theweather is cold, the leaves falloff the trees. Use long andshort sentences: Longsentences to add descriptionor information. Use shortsentences for emphasis.Expanded noun phrases e.g.lots of people, plenty of food

bright morning….. Build-upe.g. Later that day Problem /Dilemma e.g. To hisamazement Resolution e.g. Assoon as Ending e.g. Luckily,Fortunately, Ending should bea section rather than one finalsentence e.g. suggest how themain character is feeling inthe final situation.

clauses with full range ofconjunctions:Active and passive verbs tocreate effect and to affectpresentation of informatione.g.Active: Tom accidentlydropped the glass.Passive: The glass wasaccidently dropped by Tom.Active: The class heated thewater.Passive: The water washeated.Expanded noun phrases toconvey complicatedinformation concisely (e.g.the boy that jumped over thefence is over there, or the factthat it was raining meant theend of sports day)The difference betweenstructures typical of informalspeech and structuresappropriate for formalspeech and writing (such asthe use of question tags, e.g.He’s your friend, isn’t he?Narrative – Word LevelReception Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6Introduce: Determinersthe a my your an thisthat his her their someall Prepositions: updown in into out toonto Adjectives e.g. old,little, big, small, quietAdverbs e.g. luckily,unfortunately,fortunately Similes –using ‘like

Introduce: Prepositions:inside outside towardsacross underDeterminers: the a myyour an this that his hertheir some all lots ofmany more those theseAdjectives to describee.g. The old house… Thehuge elephant…Alliteration e.g.dangerous dragon slimysnake Similes usingas….as… e.g. as tall as ahouse as red as a radish

Prepositions: behindabove along beforebetween afterAlliteration e.g.wicked witch slimyslugs Similesusing…like… e.g. …like sizzlingsausages …hot like afire Two adjectives todescribe the noune.g. The scary, oldwoman… Squirrelshave long, bushy tails.

Consolidate Year 5 listBuild in literary featureto create effects e.g.alliteration, onomatopoeia,similes, metaphorsThe difference betweenvocabulary typical of informalspeech and vocabularyappropriate for formal speechand writing (e.g. said versusreported, alleged, or claimedin formal speech or writing)How words are relatedas synonyms and antonymse.g. big/ large / little

Narrative - PunctuationReception Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6



Finger spacesFull stopsCapital letters
Capital Letters: Capitalletter for names Capitalletter for the personalpronoun I Full stopsQuestion marksExclamation marksSpeech bubble Bulletpoints

Demarcatesentences: Capitalletters Full stopsQuestion marksExclamation marksCommas to separateitems in a list Commaafter –ly opener e.g.Fortunately,….Slowly,…. Speech bubbles/speech marks fordirect speechApostrophes to markcontracted forms inspelling e.g. don’t,can’t

Consolidate Year 5 listUse of the semi-colon,colon and dash to indicate astronger subdivision of asentence than a comma.Use of colon to introduce alist and semi-colons withinlists.How hyphens can be usedto avoid ambiguity (e.g.man eating shark versusman-eating shark, orrecover versus re-cover)

Narrative -- Vocabulary
Reception Key Vocabulary Remind Me – ReceptionVocab Remind Me - Y1 vocab Remind Me – Y2 Vocab, Remind Me - Y3 Vocab Remind Me – Y4 Vocab Remind Me – Y5 VocabSpeech marks’, Direct speech,Inverted commas, Apostrophecontractions/ possessionCommas for clarity, Bracket-dash Active and passive voice• Subject and object • Hyphen• Synonym, antonym • Colon/semi-colon • Ellipsis




